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Guidelines for the management of 
trees in South Kesteven

•  This guidance provides information 
on the council’s approach to 
tree management and protection 
within the South Kesteven district. 
South Kesteven District Council 
is committed to following this 
guidance.

 •  Safety is only one element of 
managing trees; the council aims 
to achieve an overall improvement 
in the standard of maintenance 
and continuity of care for all its tree 
stock.

•  The council takes a common-sense 
approach to the management of its 
trees which takes into account their  
position within the landscape.

 •  The council also aims to ensure 
that privately owned trees that 
have considerable merit as a 
visual amenity are protected from 
unnecessary damage or felling by 
being subject to a Tree Preservation 
Order.

•  In some open spaces, standing dead 
timber may be permitted to remain 
if it is decided that it will lead to an 
increase in biodiversity or could be 

used to create amenity interest by 
way of sculptures, provided public 
safety is not compromised.
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We all need trees

Trees help fight climate 
change. Excess carbon 
dioxide (CO2) is building 

up in the atmosphere, 
contributing to climate 

change. Trees absorb CO2, 
locking it away in their 

timber, and release oxygen 
back into the air.

Trees make us feel good, 
help speed recovery from 

illness and support  
our mental 
wellbeing.

Trees give wildlife a home 
and provide food for birds, 
mammals and pollinating

insects.

Trees bring life, colour and character to 
our towns and villages. With 83% of us 
living in urban areas, they are the green 

space many of us see every day.
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Trees cool our towns. Trees 

can, on average, cool an 
urban area by 2°C.

Trees help prevent 
flooding. They intercept 

rain water and help 
absorb surface run-off.

Houses are worth more and sell 
quicker on streets with trees.Roadside hedges are highly effective at reducing 

pollution exposure, cutting black carbon  
by up to 63%.

Trees teach our children about  
the environment and bring 

communities together.

Workers are more productive when 
they can see trees or plants from 

their office windows.
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How we manage our trees / tree risk management

Issues The council approach Background information

Trees on South 
Kesteven open spaces
(public parks, 
cemeteries, amenity 
and tenancy open 
spaces etc)

Under the Occupiers Liability Act 1984 (and 
in relation to land within the ownership of the 
council) the council owes a duty of care to the 
public and therefore must maintain the trees so 
that they are in a reasonably safe condition. 

Trees in South Kesteven have been divided into 
groups in order to enable a three-year rotation 
of inspection to be carried out. Each third has a 
similar level of tree cover.
The inspection and maintenance programme 
prioritises each section annually over a three-year 
period and essential maintenance is carried out. 
Non-urgent/desirable works will be prioritised on 
the professional judgment of the council’s officers 
and within budgetary constraints.

Dangerous trees Dangerous trees identified at any time will be 
treated as urgent. 

Following inspection, any trees that present 
imminent danger to the safety of the public or 
property will be dealt with as a matter of urgency. 
Such urgent works will likely include felling or 
remedial pruning to alleviate any hazards. 

Non risk tree 
problems

Where there is no risk or no unreasonable risk, 
the council will not prioritise tree work.

The council has no obligation to remove or 
prune trees to alleviate shade or non-hazardous 
overhanging branches, improve poor TV/satellite 
signal, prevent or reduce fallen leaves and fruit, 
aphid honey dew, bird droppings, etc.
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How we manage our trees / tree risk management

Issues The council approach Background information

Trees located on 
highway verges and 
streets

These trees are the responsibility of the highways 
authority.

Lincolnshire County Council can be contacted  
by phone or via its website: 

www.lincolnshire.gov.uk

Privately owned trees, 
including private 
gardens, commercial 
locations, etc.

All tree owners have a legal responsibility to 
ensure trees under their control do not pose 
unreasonable risks to others.

SKDC will not normally get involved with privately 
owned trees. If you are concerned about the 
condition of a privately owned tree you should 
contact the owner to make them aware.
Discretionary powers are provided to the 
council under section 23 Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

Further information regarding dangerous trees 
on private land is available from the council’s 
Planning Enforcement team in the first instance.

Trees located on 
embankments or 
disused railway tracks

These trees are the responsibility of Network Rail 
or may be in private ownership. 



8

Trees causing shade, overhanging or encroaching on property

Issues The council approach Background information

Excessive shade SKDC will not normally carry out work to 
reduce the effects of loss of natural light or 
excessive shade from a council-owned tree. In 
most circumstances these problems cannot be 
resolved without adversely affecting tree health. 
Individual cases will be assessed on their own 
merits, taking into account the tree species, size, 
and proximity to habitable rooms in a property. In 
most circumstances the council will not “top” trees 
to reduce the effects of excess shade or loss of 
natural light. 

The council will always focus its resources on 
reducing identified tree risks.
Contrary to popular belief, there is no legal 
requirement for tree owners to remove or prune 
their trees to improve the amount of natural light 
that reaches a neighbouring property.
There may be occasions when evergreen trees 
planted in close proximity may be dealt with on a 
case-by-case basis.
However, if alternative funding can be provided 
the council may consider allowing some remedial 
pruning in the most severe cases.

Excessive shade 
caused  
by hedges

Where a privately owned evergreen hedge in 
excess of 2metres in height and made up of two 
or more evergreens, casts dense shade on a 
neighbouring  property the council has powers to 
require appropriate action by the hedge owner.

Further information is available at GovUK – 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/high-
hedges
 

This is governed by part 8 of the Anti-social 
Behaviours Act 2003. It is important to note that 
powers relate only to evergreen hedges that can 
be proved to be casting unreasonable shade on 
neighbouring properties.
The council will not get involved in the first 
instance and will expect the complainant to have 
made every effort to contact the hedge owner 
and attempt to reach agreement on the best way 
forward to address their concerns.
If no such agreement can be reached, an 
application can be made to the council’s Planning 
Enforcement section. 
It can be contacted via the council’s customer 
service centre, tel: 01476 406080.
Please note there is a charge for this service.
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Trees causing shade, overhanging or encroaching on property continued

Issues The council approach Background information

Trees touching 
buildings

Where a council owned tree is touching a building 
we will take appropriate action.
 

Property owners have Common Law right and 
are entitled to prune branches overhanging their 
property. However, the council recommends that 
advice is sought prior to carrying out any tree 
works to ensure tree health or stability is not 
compromised. If the tree is council owned then 
we can provide appropriate advice.
Some trees are legally protected by a Tree 
Preservation Order or because they are located 
within a Conservation Area. You will require 
planning permission before undertaking any work 
on a legally protected tree.
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Trees causing obstruction or interference

Issues The council approach Background information

Obstruction to traffic 
lights, highway 
information signs or 
street lights

SKDC will prune trees that obstruct traffic lights, 
highway signs, or street lights where the tree is 
growing from council owned open spaces.

Where privately owned trees obstruct traffic lights 
or highway information signs you should contact 
Lincolnshire County Council by phone or via its 
website: 

www.lincolnshire.gov.uk

Trees obstructing  
a view

SKDC will not remove council owned trees in  
order to improve a view.
 

There is no right in law to a view and the council 
has no obligation to improve a view obstructed  
by a tree.
 

Telephone wires 
caught up in trees

We will not remove a council owed tree to remove 
or reduce interference with telephone wires.

Telephone service providers should be able to 
recommend a solution.
Contact www.openreach.co.uk
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Trees causing obstruction or interference continued

Issues The council approach Background information

Trees and solar panels We will not prune or remove a council owned tree 
to facilitate the installation of solar panels to a 
neighbouring property. 

Trees interfering with 
TV or satellite signal

SKDC will not normally remove or prune a council 
owned tree to improve TV reception or satellite 
signal. 

 

Tree owners have no legal obligation to carry 
out remedial works to address poor television 
or radio reception. A television licence is a 
permit to operate a television receiver; it does 
not guarantee or represent entitlement to any 
reception and as such is not considered to be a 
nuisance. 
However, the council is aware of the difficulties 
that may arise due to lack of television reception 
and will consider requests to prune trees (subject 
to a charge) to improve reception where it is 
satisfied that:
Efforts to find an engineering solution have been 
unsuccessful. 
The work required is consistent with good 
arboricultural practice, and will not unduly affect 
the tree’s health, amenity, future development or 
conservation value. 
However, if alternative funding can be provided 
the council may consider allowing some remedial 
pruning in the most severe cases.



12

Naturally occurring tree issues that may be perceived as a nuisance

Issues The council approach Background information

Fallen leaves SKDC will not prune or remove a council owned 
tree to reduce autumn leaf fall.

Autumn leaf fall is a natural event and leaves will 
not be collected from open spaces.

The clearance of autumn leaves from gardens, 
gutters, etc. is regarded as being part of normal 
property maintenance regardless of the tree they 
may have emanated from, and is the property 
owner or tenant’s responsibility.

Highways and associated footpaths are cleared 
by the council, as part of the normal street 
cleaning regime if they have broken down and 
are then classed as detritus.

Seeds and fruit We will not normally remove a council tree 
because it is alleged to bear poisonous seeds  
or fruit.

Where evidence can be clearly demonstrated that 
unsupervised children are likely to be exposed 
to a council owed tree that bears poisonous fruit 
appropriate action may be considered.

Tree pollen We will not prune or fell a council owned tree to 
remove or reduce pollen.

The influence of tree pollen on hay fever is 
outweighed by the positive benefits that trees 
provide in alleviating serious respiratory problems 
caused by poor air quality.
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Naturally occurring tree issues that may be perceived as a nuisance

Issues The council approach Background information

Trees and personal 
medical complaints

We will not normally prune or fell a council owned 
tree where a request has been made to do so 
because of a personal medical complaint.

The council has no legal responsibility to remove 
a tree under such circumstances.

Roosting/nesting 
birds and bird 
droppings

SKDC will not prune or fell a council owned tree 
in order to remove or reduce bird droppings. Nor 
will we remove bird droppings from private land.

Birds naturally roost/nest in trees. Whilst their 
droppings may be perceived as a nuisance, this 
is not considered to be sufficient reason to prune 
or remove a tree.

Warm soapy water will usually be sufficient to 
remove bird droppings. 

Sap falling on 
surfaces

We will not prune or fell a council owned tree 
in order to alleviate honeydew or other sticky 
residue falling from trees.

Honeydew occurs when aphids feed on leaves 
and excrete a sugary sap and this is a natural 
seasonal event.

If honeydew is colonised by moulds, it becomes 
duller and may turn black.

Some trees such as sycamore and lime are more 
prone to aphid infestation.
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Naturally occurring tree issues that may be perceived as a nuisance 

Issues The council approach Background Information

Fallen fruit We will not normally prune or fell a council owned 
tree to prevent fruit falling on to surfaces, Nor will 
we collect it from private properties.

The production of fruit, berries and other tree 
seeds is a natural event, typically occurring in the 
late summer and autumn.  

Wild animals and 
insects

SKDC will not prune or fell a council owned tree 
to remove or reduce alleged problems caused by 
wild animals or insects.

Trees provide a natural habitat for a wide range 
of animals, birds and insects. The council has no 
control over this.

Tree blossom We will not prune or fell a council owned tree 
to remove or reduce blossom fall. Nor will we 
remove fallen blossom from private properties.

Tree blossom is a natural event, usually heralding 
the arrival of spring or early summer.

Ivy We will not prune or fell a council owed tree to 
remove ivy. 

Contrary to popular belief, ivy is not a parasite. 
However, dense covering of ivy on trees can 
prevent thorough inspection of a tree, and very 
heavy ivy cover may restrict a tree’s capacity for 
photosynthesis if large areas of its canopy are 
covered.
Generally, ivy will be severed at the base of any 
affected tree where it is affecting the integrity 
of that tree. Ivy is a haven for a variety of 
wildlife including insects, birds and some small 
mammals, and provides food and shelter whether 
it is actively growing or left in situ after being 
severed at the base of the host tree.
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Trees relating to building and construction

Issues The council approach Background information

Trees alleged to be 
causing building 
subsidence

Where evidence is provided that confirms a 
council owned tree is implicated in building 
subsidence, we will take appropriate action.

You should contact your own building insurers as 
soon as possible.

Trees causing trip 
hazards

SKDC will undertake appropriate action to ensure 
that there are no unreasonable trip hazards on 
hard surfaces where a tree is growing adjacent 
to a hard surface pathway within council owned 
open spaces.

Rather than remove the tree due to roots being 
the cause of the trip hazard, the best course 
of action is often to resurface the path using a 
flexible material.

Removal or pruning 
of trees to facilitate 
demolition or 
construction

We will undertake appropriate action to ensure 
there are no unreasonable trip hazards on hard 
surfaces where a tree is growing adjacent to a 
hard surface pathway within council owned open 
spaces.

Building design, demolition or construction is 
normally subject to strict planning regulations. 
Potential impact on trees that might be affected 
by such work has to be carefully considered 
before planning consent is given.
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How we manage our trees / tree risk management

Issues The council approach Background information

Can SKDC tenants plant trees in their 
gardens?

We will consider requests from 
tenants who wish to plant trees in 
their gardens, provided appropriate 
species and planting locations are 
chosen.

In the first instance tenants should 
discuss their proposals with their 
Housing Officer.

Maintenance of trees in SKDC tenants’ 
gardens

Tenants are expected to maintain 
their gardens in an appropriate 
manner. This includes maintenance 
of all shrubs, trees and greenery, 
including the removal of young self-
set trees before they mature and 
create a problem.

Responsibility for trees in the garden of a 
former SKDC property that has passed into 
private ownership 

Trees standing within the footprint 
of a former council property that has 
passed into private ownership are 
the responsibility of the owner.
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Routine tree maintenance

Issues The council approach Background information

Tree inspections Trees on council owned open 
spaces are surveyed every three 
years and essential maintenance 
highlighted by the survey is carried 
out. 

The council has a statutory obligation and 
responsibility to maintain trees within its 
ownership.
Additional inspections are carried out 
subject to additional information being 
provided (e.g. the result of severe 
storms).
Trees in areas of very low usage do not 
receive a scheduled inspection.

Tree planting and replacement New trees will be planted in 
suitable council owned open space 
locations if budgets allow.

Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) and 
Conservation Areas 

The council will assess applications 
to undertake work to prune or 
remove any legally protected tree 
within South Kesteven. 
The planning section aims to 
provide a decision within six weeks 
of an application being submitted 
for works to a tree with a TPO or 
within a Conservation Area.

The council submits an application to 
the planning section for work to trees 
with a TPO. There is no requirement to 
submit an application for work within a 
Conservation Area, however the planning 
section will be advised of essential 
maintenance.

If you need to check whether a tree 
is covered by a TPO or within a 
Conservation Area contact SKDC on 
01476 406080 or via its website:
www.southkesteven.gov.uk
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Routine tree maintenance

Issues The council approach Background information

Vandalised trees Reports of vandalism will be 
investigated and the most 
appropriate action taken.

The council always plants new trees 
with stakes and, in some instances, 
tree guards.

Trees alleged to be too big or too small SKDC will not normally prune or fell 
a council owned tree because it is 
perceived to be too big or too small 
for its location or position close to 
private property.

Where other issues exist such as 
excess shade close to private property, 
pruning or removal of the tree may 
be considered subject to the tree 
surveyor’s expert opinion.
However, such work would require 
consultation and alternative funding, 
and include the planting of a 
replacement tree in an agreed location.
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Useful contact information

South Kesteven District Council Customer Services
Website: www.southkesteven.gov.uk
Enquiries: 01476 406080
Emergency out of hours: 01476 590044

Lincolnshire County Council:
Website: www.lincolnshire.gov.uk

02788RT_9.19


